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Experiments with
The government should have formulated a national media

policy before legislating the Prasar Bharati Act,
says Dr.N Bhaskara Rao

HAVING come llIto being
Iw'dly 8ve months a&o
Pruar Blwati il in the

news once lIAln. The ordUumce
tMed on wh~ch the Prasar l\haraU
came mm bt>.lngwJ1l M alIDwed to
lapse! on May:AW1tb every change
in the party In power if the Prasar
Blwatl has to 10 tlIroulb this
Idnd.t1~tamty-um. ~ in
Ua vel'l' a~cture can '118 expeet
anything better f)om All India
W1oan~han'1

HcwMlr, aDo_ the ordJ·
DIUlC8 to 1aJa la •••rbaoI wbat-any
other lOVtrDm8tlt would have
dotle eooalC18r1nl the IdM et im-
balanced hratbat 'Wall c:onat1tut-
ed bUed 0t'1 the ordhwtee. But
what 18 ~ MI\C)!nl-AOW is
that the 1aP!e revivet th(I provi·
tiolJ of • .z2.1tt4!DlIIer PariW2n·
tary Co'1llJl.ltMe. tnMJ:rt1ntt1ally in
tile Aet tIl oversee the ftmct10nlni
of the Pra8ar BbaraU. The qU89-
t10n la whetber such a c:ommI.ttee
IlJIIOImU to cwoiWll tIw ~
nfthf' BoItd~ __amp
ped this proWdon vriUI an ezpliclt
view thAt it woUld erode tile au-
tcnoll:W of tlw\'.o~t1m.m tIlet,
Uw then m1nister MS'S Ja!pal Reel·
dy, won PQblicl k1.ldolIor cI.oh18
away WWl tIUa very committee.
2'Jun CII223Gt b(t..w. •• ~
llbaut Ule.need .foF--aCCOllDtaIIWty
of the Bollt'd to the Parliament.
The lA8uefa of operatlonal control
of MP$ ever am above ihe rmn
reapons1b1Uty by the 8taJld.!ni
Committee of Parllal:nent.

Of an pollt1all parties the BJP
",as the oalJ' one which spelled out
at Ien2th anClltluukcd ~
01) media In ita !!lectlon manIfBsto.
More apeclftcal1), the !JP promil·
td t.o "lmprove ~ provia~ns of
tile Pra.uT Sharlti Act to let
Praaar Bhanltt orpDiMt a--Cfec'
tive public bl"Olldcastlna 8yst2m,
.hJch wouLdbe accountable to
ParlD.lMDt but he hm IOv.ftI-
I1W\t =atroL 1mmune from·politi·
cal 1N1U8JlC8aad !l8ns1t1ve to the
diverlf needs of lncUan Society,"
'nlit iDtentum • .1$ reiterated 1It
the BJp eovemntent'a NaUoDal.
Apnda for lOVi!ll'balIce. So the
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autonomy

mytholOglet and soaps, lJIatead.
'entertainment edueation' type or
IIIlNla w\th .\Ueh ~
Ita1Wd lta aarI.ala In the ellhtiM
are lIeill2 80upt after. CeIIIor1DI
at CID"l'&t aIIaln lIJ'OiIUUDee pro-
llueed by ~J. produeen on
Doordanban baa bem ltCWIIclin
th~ very tint fortnllbt gf the tune·
t:tomq otl"rUlt BIIarttt, '

In faC\ \n \ts Orb to optimlIe
;be lDft'UtrUetIu'e, PraIar Bbanlti
lIaa oloIed 40ft DD CbImDel.a
IrHIl ect from January l.6,1_
~.its lle to ,COIl'" dieetuui.iii\ Into an "eduatSmW" one.
Started three YMrI 810 III a clum·
M1 tar culture IlU1 quaUtr pro.
lIIJQ\eI 0'1'1the lblet! of the BBC'.
second c:ba.m3el fop dom&ttlc audI-
ence, ClwmN-8 lost or •• ita dlJ.
tlnctIon.

AJIo. DoorcIarWwl is now look·
In& tzIt4othv 'nn or ec:mol1dat·
in. ita 8ft'ect1ve reach. Th. Prasar
Bharati Board decided to
!IlrenIthen tbe intl!rnational reach
et DD ~lBg lNSA'NiC to foODl8 60
COlII1tries in the MiJI.dle.Eut tIId
South AAta 1'8I101lA. A dirtlnct
IU'ataIY IS to the eontents of
~Mh·lnten1attcmal IS
wbat we &tIould be dal:llt1JW ftnt.

AIR
CbuIps 111AD Ind1a Radio are

tAU' awn ~ in th8last CCIUPl!
otmonUIA. New. ODAll sb2c:e tIUI
JID\W7 •• DOt 'read' u hu been
tbe CUB am the yqrs but 'pm.
aatM' ••.•th 'vo.tee Ol/t'l'll'. '1'tl.one
iD' ~ have MW becolQe
men hqwJbt _ Cllrsull_ d
c:oa=cm ,., ••••••t~aa. ••_t•.••
In AUl•• &itary. bIbO U 1IW'om.
~ ~ ttfE~Wllleal1uriiOi: It,


